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Special Events 

Guidance Counselors Pam Bono and Nicole Taneyhill participated in Meet the Teacher Night at 

Altoona Area High School on September 3, and on September 10 Nicole Taneyhill was  

present at Hollidaysburg Area High School.  At both events, the counselors met with parents to 

discuss GACTC career opportunities, grade policies, dress code, drug policies, and expectations 

for the students. 

 

Department staff continue to participate in IEP meetings for special needs students. 

 

An assembly to discuss SkillsUSA, the Incentive Program, and the Challenge Program was held 

on Friday, September 4.  

 

On Tuesday, September 15, counselors met with juniors to discuss the BASIC job shadowing 

program and with seniors to discuss the Directory Information Sheet.  Counselor Gayle Swales, 

National Vocational-Technical Honor Society Advisor, is planning the annual National  

Vocational Technical High School induction banquet. 

 

Dual Enrollment 

The Dual Enrollment Program has begun, and on Wednesday, September 30, Gayle Swales, 

Guidance Counselor, held a meeting with the students and parents of the four participating  

program areas and a representative from Pennsylvania Highlands Community College.  The four 

programs presently involved in Dual Enrollment are: Computer Programming/Oracle Academy, 

Computer Technology/Cisco, Electronics Technology, and Multimedia & Web Design.  

 

Guidance Advisory Meeting 

The Guidance Advisory Meeting, held at GACTC on Tuesday, October 20, involved counselors 

from the sending schools with GACTC Student Services staff.  The application process, updates 

on career choices, scheduling for the 2009-2010 school year, 9th grade visitations, and letters to 

the 8th and 9th grade parents were discussed.  Attendees also visited the Horticulture and  

Environmental Science Program. 

 

Recruitment 

Assemblies given at the home schools will begin October 26 and continue through November 5.  

Visitations from ninth graders will take place at GACTC from November 16-25. 

 

Cooperative Education 

The eligibility criteria for Cooperative Education remain the same as last year.  In addition to 

checking grades and attendance from the studentôs junior year, PSSA scores and the written  

portion of the NOCTI are also considered.  Presently 21 applicants are being considered to see if 

they meet all criteria.  At the present time only a few students are on Cooperative Education. 

 

Leanne Sidney, Cooperative Education Coordinator, will attend the statewide Cooperative 

Education Conference in State College on October 22 and 23.  

Guidance Activities 



 

Remember to change your clocks November 1 when daylight savings  

time ends this year. 

And donôt forget to change the batteries in your smoke alarms! 
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Fall 2009 ClassðContinuing Education  
Fall enrollment has nearly doubled above what it was last year, with a total 
of 37 students in the three full-time programs (Medical Assistant, Medical  
Administrative Specialist, and Administrative Assistant/Software  
Specialist); 48 Intergenerational students; and 29 HVAC students.  
Additionally, part-time classes have begun. 
 

WEDNetPA 
With the recent passing of the state budget, all WEDnetPA contracts are in place for the 2009-
2010 year. DCED has officially approved the $9 million allocation to WEDnetPA. The Office of 
Continuing Education will begin meeting with companies to train them on the WEDnetPA process 
for training reimbursement submission. 
 
The GACTC is overseeing 28 contracts worth $250,000. With the delay in the state budget  
passing, the GACTC has not yet invoiced the statewide office. All processing dates with the state 
will be changed and partners will be notified of those changes within the next few weeks. 
 
Job Placement and Co-Op Coordinator Leanne Sidney attended the statewide mandatory  
WEDnetPA partner meeting held in Harrisburg on October 13, 2009. As Leanne assumes the  
duties of WEDnetPA oversight, the Coordinator of Continuing Education will work closely with her 
to ensure a smooth transition of duties. With Leanneôs background in manufacturing, her  
relationships with companies, and her knowledge of workforce development, she brings a unique 
level of experience and commitment to her new role. 
 
Nurse Aide Program  
The Continuing Education Office is offering the Nurse Aide training program this fall. All ten  
enrolled students are doing very well, according to the instructor. The GACTC is working once 
again with Garvey Manor to provide both the clinical site and clinical instructors in support of the 
current program offering. 
 
Growth and Development/Marketing  
Following a summer respite, the Growth and Development Committee had its first meeting on  
September 17 with an emphasis on marketing the December 4 Open House. The committee met 
again on October 21.  The focus of the most recent meeting was on website updates and plans 
to better market some upcoming GACTC events. The committee meets on a monthly basis in an 
effort to continue the good work that was set in motion last year. 
 
 




