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Career & Technical Education Week
February is designated as National Career & Technical Education Month. The
week of February 8-12 will be celebrated as Career & Technical Education
Week. A recognition breakfast is planned on Thursday, February 11, 2010,
to name the AEMployee of the Yearo
are selected by committee from the nominations submitted by their colleagues
and peers. A Student of the Year will be selected later from nominations
submitted by teachers, counselors, teacher aides/assistants.
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Effective with the 2002010 school year, New Choices/New Options has transitioned to the title
New Choices Career Development PrograDue to the state budget delay, the office did not
officially open full time until January 4, 2010.

Despite the altered title, program specifics will remain mostly the same. Potential participants
are still required to complete the program before qualifying for more extensive career guidance
and/or supportive services.

Unfortunately budget cuts resulted this year. During 20089, the budget level was $130,352;
however, the 2062010 budget has been reduced significantly to $51,085 or less.

Due to the reduced budget, support services such as tuition, childcare, and transportation
assistance have been affected and less will be available for each graduate.-fitme part

secretarial position has been eliminated due to these budget cutbacks. Numerous outside agencie
have been contacted in efforts to partner toward continuous career guidance and program
completion. Partnering with these agencies will reduce internal costs and allow the New Choices
office to be much more cost efficient.

The first class of the 2008010 budget year began on January 11. There are currently 16 class
participants enrolled and expected to complete on February 5. The next scheduled class will be
conducted from February 22 to March 19.

Recruitment efforts and office projects continue despite budget delays. Tammie Fleck, Project
Director, continued her attendance at monthly CareerLink meetings, involvement with GACTC
staff and Advertising Committee meetings and attendance at Rapid Response Informational
Meetings. During involvement with Rapid Response, Tammie continued with the team of
professionals who serviced laid off employees from TyronedBVerizon, Allstate, W.S. Lee,

F.L. Smithe, and AGY.

Di scussions have been underway regarding Ne\

Council on Occupational Educatioyenartment. Tammie will attend the guidance meeting on January 28 and resume participation in

Becky Reighard
Admin. Asst./Editor
breighar@gactc.com

the monthly meetings thereafter.

Discussions with Greg McConnell, from the Adult Education office, regarding a project initiative
between GACTC and Huntingdon CareerLink have also taken place. Tammie provided a
detailed outline and list of recommendations regarding services provided to Dislocated Workers.
Collaboration continues with the Adult Ed office, New Choices office, and CareerLink regarding
the fAiServicing Dislocated Workersod project.

Greater Altoona CTC, 1500 Fourth Avenue, Altoona, Pennsylvania 16602, www.gactc.com
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Guidance Activities

201011 Application Process

The application process for the 2010 school year is well underway. Counselors are evaluating students who

may need to return to their home schools now that the semester has ended. Counselors have begun to meet with
current students to schedule classes for next year. The first deadline for application submission for next school
year is Tuesday, February 2.

Hollidaysburg Curriculum Night
On Wednesday, January 13, GACTC counselorsd" particir
graders and their parents.

Financial Aid Night
Thursday, January 14, was Financial Aid night at the GACTC. On January 19 the GACTC counselors had a
follow-up meeting with seniors and discussed financial aid anesposhdary plans.

Hollidaysburg ASD 8 Grade Career Education
Guidance Counselors Pam Bono and Gayle Swales were at Hollidaysburg Junior High on January 20 to discuss
9" grade career education and GACTC opportunities.

Altoona ASD ¢' Grade Scheduling
Counselors wild.l p "agratleischédplingtnight ondanvaty 6o ona 6s 9

Lunchtime Learning
Pam Bono, Gayle Swales, and Nicole Taneyhill hosted Session Il (January 14) and will host Session |l
(January 28) of the lunchtime learning series dealing with IEP requirements.

National Technical Honor Society
Gayle Swales, National Technical Honor Society Advisor, is planning the annual induction banquet.

Attendance Letters
Mid-year Attendance notifications will be given to the parents of students who have missed 15+ days during the
first semester of the school year.

Scholarship Availability
At the end of the month, a letter outlining available scholarships will be sent to the parents of GACTC seniors.

Cooperative Education
At the present time 11 seniors are participating in Cooperative Education. The program has been impacted by
stricter qualifying criteria and by the depressed economy with generally high unemployment.

ISO 9001:2000 Quality Management System

The ISO 9001:2000 Quality Management Team continues to meet on a weekly basis in preparation for an
external audit on January 26-27 by SRI, Inc. Quality System Registrar. As required by the standard, a
Management Review was held on January 11-12. The review includes results of internal audits, customer

feedback, key process performance, and review of the quality policy.
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Report from Continuing Educati oné.

Spring 2010 Continuing Education Enrollment Update
Current enroliment in the three falime adult programs (Medical Assistant, Medical
Administrative Specialist, and Administrative Assistant/Software Specialist) is 35;
ntergenerational students, 50; and HVAC students, 39. In addition, Continuing
Education is offering more than ten ptinbe evening classes beginning this week.

WEDNetPA
The Office of Continuing Education continues to work with companies to meet their
training needs through WEDnetPA. Recently, Leanne Sidney and the Coordinator of
Continuing Education participated in the statewide mandatory WEDnetPRathers
Meeting via conference call. WEDnetPA helps participating companies meet the

. training needs of their employees, thereby remaining competitive in Pennsylvania. The
Continuing Educatlon Department, to date, has invoiced the Department of Community and Economic Development
two times this fiscal year.

Nurse Aide Program

Nine students graduated from the Fall 2009 Nurse Aide class. Another Nurse Aide class is tentatively scheduled to
begin March 15, 2010. Applications are being accepted for the March 15 start date; 6 applications are on file thus far
The GACTC is working once again with Garvey Manor to provide both the clinical site and clinical instructors in
support of the current program offering.

Expanded Function Dental AssistAriEFDA Program

The fourth 204hour training EFDA program, which is designed to provide the opportunity for the experienced Dental
Assistant to sit for the EFDA Certification Exam, is tentatively scheduled to begin on Tuesday, March 30, 2010.
Previously, the class size for the EFDA program was limited to seven students. With the reorganization of the dental
areas, along with providing Dr. Zajac with a teaching assistant, accommodation for ten students can be made for the
spring 2010 course. We are currently accepting applications for the EFDA program, with ten applications on file. Our
office mailed out nearly 250 brochures in November to area dentists in an effort to promote the EFDA program for
spring 2010.

Phlebotomy Class

Continuing Education at the GACTC is offering a Phlebotomy class which began on January 18, 2010. Currently, se'
students are enrolled. The Coordinator of Continuing Education has begun interviewing potential students for the ne;
program. Upon completion of the 1RP@ur didactic portion of the course, students will be placed for théxd@o

clinical component. The GACTC currently has clinical agreements with Altoona Health 8ybtemAltoona Campus

and Bon Secours Camgusnd Nason Hospital.

Growth and Development/Enrollment for 262910

The Adult Education Growth and Development Committee met on Friday, January 15, 2010 with an emphasis on
marketing the Spring Open House. At this point, the Office of Continuing Education has mailed over 75 applications
the fall 2010 start. Additionally, the office continues to utilize technology to develop new databases in an effort to trac
potential student contacts and maintain student records. Katrina Gentsch, in addition to her instructional emphasis,
continues to work diligently at recruitment efforts to attract new students into the postsecondary program offerings.

The Office of Continuing Education looks forward to continuing to collaborate with New Choices/New Options in an
effort to make certain that the GACTC is a ficsibice for adults considering continuing their education.

Welding Certification Program
Mr. George Woomer continues to administer the AWS test to local individuals. George works with an array of local
companies, including Appleton Papers, Norfolk Southern, and McLanahan Corporation.

Continued on Page 4
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Practical Nursing Student Update

Rebecca Kelly, Coordinator of the Practical Nursing Program, proudly announces that the Practical Nursing Class of August 200
has a 98% firstime pass rate and an overall 100% pass rate on the NCLEX (State Board Exam)! These 42 graduates are now
licensed to practice in the state of Pennsylvania. The most recent employment research reports that 41 of the 42 graduates ar

employed. The following facilities have hired our graduates:

Altoona Regional Health System Epworth Manor Dr. Gatesd Clinic
Altoona Center for Nursing Care Garvey Manor Laurel Crest

Allegheny Lutheran Home Golden Living Center in Harrisburg The Lutheran Home

Blair Medical Center Health South of Altoona Maplewinds

Center Crest of State College Hillview Morrisonbés Cove Home
Cove Family Practice Home Nursing Agency Penn Knoll

Donahue Manor in Bedford Homewood Valley View

Relay for Life

The Practical Nursing students received a thank you note from the American Cancer Society for volunteering their tithe during
H o pTais yed®,morg tean 1,008 ¢ards were pldcedgratine Val | e

23%  nnual Memori al

ifTree of

tree. Through their efforts and the help of the student elf (Josh Penrod), over $4,400 was raised.

Bloodmobile

The next Red Cross Bloodmobile will be held on Friday, February 5, from 8 a.m. to ®pmgoal is set at 65 uniténdividuals
who donated at the last drive in December will have surpassed-theyF@quirement and be eligible to give agdRemember to
eat well and drink plenty of fluids the days prior to presenting to doffdtis. blood drive falls during a critical shortagietioe
blood supply in our regionYour donation can save as many as three lives!

Students Qualify for State Competition

The District 5 DECA Competition for students of Logistics & Materials Management, Retail Marketing/Entrepreneurship,

and Multimedia & Web Design programs was held recently.

Sixteen of eighteen students placed high enough to compete at State Competition. Congratulations and good luck to you

all!

Name Place Category Grade i School
Liz Kajka 1st Accounting Applications 12th Grade, Hollidaysburg
Emily Pletcher 2 Apparel and Accessories 11th Grade, AAHS
Lucas Glass 2nd . 12th Grade, Bishop Guilfoyle
Sarah Snow 3rd Food Marketing 11th Grade, Williamsburg
Craig Eckenrode 1st 12th Grade, AAHS
Sam Campion 2nd Materials Handling/Logistics 11th Grade, AAHS
Matt Piaggio 3rd 12th Grade, AAHS
Brooke Dippolito 1st Marketing Management 12th Grade, AAHS
Patty Eckard 1st Retail Merchandising 11th Grade, AAHS
Katelyn Wackerman 1st Quick Serve Restaurant Mgmt. 11th Grade, AAHS
Galen Reed 3rd Principles of Business Admin. 10th Grade, AAHS
Tamera Settles 3rd Principles of Marketing 9th Grade, AAJHS
Elizabeth Smyser 4th . . 12th Grade, AAHS
Nicole Spencer 4th Business Law and Ethics Team 12th Grade, Central
Clarissa Trexler 2nd . - 12th Grade, Claysburg
Brittni Williams 2nd Buying & Merchandising Team 11th Grade, AAHS
Jeff Ingram 3rd Hospitality Services Team 12th Grade, AAHS
Logan Tornatore 3rd pitaiity 11th Grade, AAHS
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SkillsSUSA

Congratulations to the following winners who competed in District competition on either Friday, January 15,
or Monday, January 18. Competitions were held at several locations: GACTCA& Plumbing and Automated

Manufacturing; Central PA Institute of Science and Technologyd Cabinetmaking, Criminal Justice, Graphic
Communication, HVAC, and CSlI; Clearfield County CTC& Carpentry, Computer Maintenance, Electronics,
Masonry, and Team Works; and Jefferson County AVTSd all other contests. First place winners will
compete at State Competition in Hershey from April 16-18. Good luck at States!

Name Place Category Grade i School
Breanna Baker 1st Commercial Baking 12th Grade, AAHS
Janee Hart 1st Culinary Arts 11th Grade, AAHS
Samantha Westover 1st First Aid/CPR 12th Grade, Central HS
Kalena Payne (Int. Dec. & Fin.) 1st Job Skill Open 12th Grade, AAHS
Tarence Mosey 1st Firefighting 11th Grade, AAHS
Danna Holliday 2nd HVAC 12th Grade, AAHS
Anthony Weakland 2nd Architectural Drafting 12th Grade, AAHS
Madison Kennedy (Cosmetology) 2nd Job Interview 11th Grade, AAHS
Rebecca Black (Int. Dec. & Fin.) 2nd Prepared Speech 12th Grade, AAHS
Ryan Fraundorfer 2nd Technical Drafting 12th Grade, AAHS
Ray Adler 2nd Computer Maintenance 12th Grade, AAHS
Gary Nagle, Jr. 2nd Electronics Technology 12th Grade, HAHS
Kaitlyn Moorehead (Int. Dec. & Fin.) 3rd Extemporaneous Speaking 11th Grade, AAHS
Jacob Hicks 3rd Precision Machining 12th Grade, Blair Co. Christian
Brandon Koelle 3rd Internetworking 12th Grade, HAHS
Brandon Lowman 3rd Carpentry 12th Grade, AAHS
Justus Miller 3rd Masonry 12th Grade, AAHS
¥ T
A ¥

Sanitation Presentation

Earlier today, Nanette Peterman of the Department of -
Agriculture spoke with all the culinary students and staff. -

X ; 3
Her topics covered hand washing, HIN1, and other sanitary \ a1
issues. Sanitation handouts were given to each student A2 \

attending.
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Installation Update

The White Systems, Inc., equipment received from the Materials Handling Industry Education Foundation is being
installed by the maintenance department and nearing completion. Thefdtaeart horizontal carousel, an inventory
control unit donated to the Logistics/Materials Management Program, will provide students the opportunity fonhands
training using an automated system. Students assigned to the order selection function will now operate the equipment
process all inventory and-tmouse requisitions which uses many fine motor skills as well as computer literacy.

Memorial Tribute

Staff Sgt. Matthew Ingham, a 2002 graduate of Altoona Area High School, completed the Engineering Related Technology proc
(now Drafting and Design Technology). He was a student of Leanne Sidney. Mrs. Sidney remembers Matthew well and kept &
picture of Matthew in his Marine dress uniform displayed in her classroom.

Based on information at hand, Sgt. Ingham is the fourth former GACTC student that lost his life in the Iraq and Afghamistan W
Over the past several years, the following three former students also paid the supreme price.

Brandon Adams, a former Multimedia student from the class of 2002, died in Walter Reed Hospital where he was being treated
traumatic injuries sustained in Iragq. Brandonds parents
deserving GACTC students.

Larry Parks paid the supreme sacrifice in service to his country in Iraq. Larry attended our school one full year faartbtieat o
as an Automotive Technology student.

Curtis Forshey, also a graduate of the Class of 2002 and at Hollidaysburg Area High School completed the AutomotiveyTechno
program with Mr. Gibbons. I't is our understanding that |



