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From the Guidance Departmenté... 

HOLIDAY CLASS/OFFICE SCHEDULE  

GACTC students begin Christmas break on Thursday, December 24.   All classes resume on  

Monday, January 4, 2010.   Office hours during the Christmas Break are 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.    

Offices are open with limited staffing  during the break.  Offices are closed for the Christmas 

Day holiday on Friday, December 25, and for New Yearôs Day on Friday, January 1. 

Recruitment Activities 

From October 26 through November 5, Guidance personnel conducted 

eight informational assemblies at seven sending schools to introduce  

students to opportunities at the GACTC for the 2010-2011 school year.  

From November 16 through November 25, approximately 400 ninth 

grade students were hosted at the GACTC:  Altoona Area Junior High 

School, 148; Bellwood-Antis High School, 50; Central High School, 48; 

Claysburg-Kimmel Jr./Sr. High School, 46; Glendale Jr./Sr. High School, 

36; Hollidaysburg Area Junior High School, 44; and Williamsburg  

Community Jr/Sr High School, 22. 

 

Each student visited three program areas of his or her choice. 

 

Job Shadowing 

From November 2ï6, twenty-five GACTC juniors participated in  

BASICS Job Shadowing Activities. 

 

Student Assistance Program 

Guidance Counselor, Nicole Taneyhill, attended a two-day training in  

October and in November for the Student Assistance Program (SAP). 

 

Financial Aid Workshop 

At a PHEAA workshop on November 13, Counselor Gayle Swales  

received updates on financial aid information. 

 

Open House 

Open House at the GACTC was held Thursday, December 3, from 5:30 

to 8:30 p.m. 

 

Cooperative Education 

As of this date, six seniors have been placed on Cooperative Education.  
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REPORT FROM  ADULT &CONTINUING EDUCATION  

Current Full-Time Adult Enrollments 

Medical Asst/Medical Admin Spec/Admin Asst/Software Spec     35  

Intergenerational          47 

HVAC           29     

         111 

Additionally, nine students are enrolled in the Nurse Aide class being offered at this time. 

 
WEDnetPA 
The Office of Continuing Education continues to work with companies to meet training needs through the WEDnetPA 
program. The Workforce and Economic Development Network of Pennsylvania (WEDnetPA) was created to make  
companies across the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania more competitive by updating and improving the skills of their 
employees to meet specific company needs.  
 
WEDnetPA is an alliance of a variety of educational providers across Pennsylvania--including Pennsylvania's 14 State 
System universities, Pennsylvania's 14 community colleges, and just two CTCôs--including the GACTC, to act as the 
delivery mechanism for the Commonwealth's Guaranteed Free Training (GFT) program. Each provider/WEDnetPA  
partner serves as the point of contact for businesses accessing GFT funds. 
 
Through the GFT Program, qualified in-state businesses and out-of-state companies relocating to a more economic-
friendly business climate of Pennsylvania can access funding for a wide range of training (categorized as either Basic 
Skills Training or Information Technology Training). The Coordinator of Continuing Education continues to meet with 
potential companies and attend regional industry-specific partnership meetings to discuss WEDnetPA funding  
opportunities. 
 
At this point, all funds provided the GACTC as a WEDnetPA partnerðin excess of $250,000 (including the GAT  
allocations)--have been allocated to companies in Central Pennsylvania. Leanne Sidney and Greg McConnell met with 
all companies to provide them with annual mandatory training.  As a result of a late state budget agreement and  
subsequently late contract start date, no invoicing has been completed and sent to the statewide office for reimbursement 
to date. 
 
Open House/Growth and Development/Enrollment for 2009-2010 
The Growth and Development Committee met three times this school year, most recently with an emphasis on marketing 
the December 3rd Open House. Nearly 10,000 placemats promoting the December 3rd Open House were distributed to 
local restaurants. Additionally, with the guidance and expertise of Keith Landis, 1,000 adult education inquiries that 
were added to the Constant Contact email list were mailed the most recent e-newsletter with a write-up about GACTCôs 
Open House.     
 
The committee is positioned to continue the work that was set in motion last year and will meet again in December to 
discuss marketing initiatives for fall 2010 enrollment. At this point, the Office of Continuing Education has sent out 
many application and has over 120 names of adults who have shown interest in continuing their education through the 
GACTCðnot counting the Practical Nursing program.  
 
Welding Certification Program 
Mr. George Woomer continues to administer the AWS test to local individuals. Mr. Woomer works with an array of  
local companies, including Norfolk Southern and McLanahan Corporation. 
 
Adult Programming Collaboration 
Following the relocation of the Adult Education Office to the Fifth Floor, the cooperation among Continuing Education, 
Licensed Practical Nursing, and Financial Aid has brought about greater efficiencies and effectiveness.  This synergy 
enables a comprehensive range of services to be provided for full-time and part-time adult students that precludes the 
formerly redundant operation.  The reporting requirements to accreditation agencies, the re-application for Federal  
Department of Education financial aid approval, and other related efforts have been completed in less time and with 
more confidence in the quality of the end products.  This seamless, one-stop provision of service to adult students is  
necessary for the school to remain competitive in the years ahead.  Greg McConnell, Rebecca Kelly, Mandy Schaufler, 
Karen Chirdon, Makenzie Miller, Leanne Sidney, and all the instructors of adult education programs deserve credit for 
their cooperation in bringing about this new approach.  Everyone looks forward to the return of Tammie Fleck and the  
re-activation of the New Choices/New Options Program in January. 
           (continued on Page 3) 
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Class of 2009 NCLEX-PN Results 

Graduates of the Practical Nursing Class of 2009 are in the process of taking the NCLEX-PN (State Board) exam.  To date, 40 of the 

42 graduates have taken and passed their licensing exam and are now licensed to practice nursing in the state of Pennsylvania.  The 

other two students are in the process of taking their exam and awaiting results. 

 

Student Enrollment 

Upon completion of final exams for Level I, 44 women and 10 men remain in the full-time class of 2010.  The students are now  

enrolled in Medical/Surgical Nursing and are assigned to the Altoona Regional Hospital clinical site. 

 

The part-time class of 2010 presently consists of 18 women and 5 men.  The students are at mid-semester of Level III and are  

preparing to take their mid-term pharmacology mathematics examination.  Passing this test is a requirement in order to administer 

medications. 

 

Pre-entrance testing is being conducted monthly for the both the full-time and part-time classes that are scheduled to begin at the end 

of August 2010. 

 

Student Activities 

Several Practical Nursing students assisted in taking blood pressures of students at the physical exams, sponsored by the Altoona 

Area High School Athletic Department. 

 

The Relay for Life team would like to remind all employees and students that items can now be brought to the schoolôs warehouse 

for resale at the annual rummage sale held in April 2010.  This is the GACTCôs largest fundraiser for the American Cancer Society/

Relay for Life. 

 

Practical Nursing held an American Red Cross Bloodmobile on December 2.  All students participating are congratulated for helping 

us exceed our goal of 65 pints.  During the seven-hour drive, we had 80 presenters, 44 of which were first time donors, and yielded a 

grand total of 68 productive units. The program receives scholarship money based on the amount of productive units. Last year we 

received $1,000 for our efforts. 

 

Many GACTC employees and students visited the Breast Cancer Awareness display on October 29.  Joshua Penrod, a Practical 

Nursing student, won the door prize. Josh is living proof that real men do wear pink! 

 

Swine Flu Vaccine Round I 

Several faculty volunteered their services to assist the Altoona Area School District with its vaccination program.  Over 2,500  

students from the Altoona Area School District were vaccinated during this campaign.  Paula Dibert, RN, Nursing Department Chair, 

from the school district has already requested our assistance for Round II, which could begin as early as next week. 

Practical Nursing Notesé... 

ISO QUALITY MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 

 

The ISO Quality Management Team continues to 

meet on a weekly basis in preparation for a  

renewal audit scheduled for January 26-27, 

2010.  Several new internal auditors have been 

trained to conduct "process" audits.  A  

Management Review, as required by the ISO  

standard, will be conducted during the week of 

January 11 in preparation for the outside audit of 

the quality management system. 

 

The energy retrofit, completed in early 2007, has  

permitted the district to pay for new lighting, new boilers, 

a more efficient air conditioning chiller, and increased 

school security through an expanded closed-circuit  

television system by paying these costs with dollars from 

energy savings.  The performance assurances report for 

the most recent year ending September 30, 2009, as 

submitted by Siemens, Inc., shows that the savings from 

this project meets or exceeds projections in all  

categories.  An aggregate $1.56 million of energy  

improvements were made under this program.  

ENERGY AUDIT 
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The Logistics and Materials Management Program has been  

selected by the Materials Handling Education Foundation, Inc., to 

receive warehousing equipment valued at $100,000. The White 

Systems Horizontal Carousel is an automated storage and  

retrieval device consisting of a system of bins on a closed-loop 

oval track. When activated, bins rotate to bring requested items to 

the operator. Advanced, cost-efficient, and reliable, used both 

locally and globally, this type of storage equipment represents a 

significant update in training opportunities.   

Logistics/Materials Management Upgrade 

Dental Clinic 
The Pediatric Dental Clinic, operated 

in conjunction with the Partnership 

for a Healthy Blair County,  

continues to operate on a full-time 

basis.  Approximately 2,000 children 

are seen by Dr. Haley Hawk, the 

dental hygienist, and dental assistants 

that work in the program.  The clinic continues to provide an  

opportunity for dental assisting students at our school to have 

experience in a modern dental office.  

Audit  
The school recently concluded an audit 

for the 2008-09 school year.  Young, 

Oakes, Brown serves as the schoolôs  

independent auditor and concludes that 

the school had a successful year in  

containing costs which in turn helps the seven partner school  

districts be in a better position to afford the cost of technical  

education for their students. 

Lights on the Lake 
Electronics Technology, Carpentry, Visual Arts Technologies, 

Interior Decorating & Finishing, Computer Technology, and 

Electrical Trades students created a Lights-to-Music display for 

"Lights on the Lake" at Lakemont Park. It is approx 10 feet high 

by 20 feet long, has a 16-channel, custom light controller,  

dedicated PC with software, integrated  

amplifier and speaker system, 400+ C7 

Lights, and 7 spot lights, for a total of over 

2,500 watts of lighting power. It was first  

constructed by GACTC students in the  

various programs in 2007 and was completely 

redone this year.  

E-newsletter 

The Multimedia & Web Design Program under the leadership of Keith Landis recently sent the third monthly email newsletter to 

more than 4,100 addresses of parents, schools, prospective adult students, businesses, and other interested persons in the community.  

Content includes news about GACTC events and programs. 

 

New Computers for Computer Programming/Oracle Academy 

Seventeen new computers have been secured for the Computer Programming/Oracle Academy Program in order to better execute 

Microsoft Visual Basic programming.  The computers that were replaced will be redeployed to created a needed computer laboratory 

primarily for use by Continuing Education classes. 

 

Digital Printing 

A Xerox Model 700 Digital Color Press has been placed in the Digital Printing Program on a trial basis.  This device accepts printing 

jobs as a computer file and can produce finished jobs that are folded or, in the case of booklet format, folded, collated, and stapled 

into books of up to twenty-five pages.  The quality of the color print is excellent. 

 

Network Segmentation 

Tim Keener, Computer Technology/Cisco Academy Instructor, has taken leadership in re-engineering the physical structure of the 

buildingôs computer networking.  The network now consists of various segments of computers with control of communication  

between segments regulated.  Formerly, computer communication was unrestricted with much congestion.  Network performance 

has thus been significantly improved. 

 

Wireless Networking 

The next step in progressing toward wirelessly networking the whole building is providing access for the fifth floor, which is the new 

home of Continuing Education.   The extensive use of steel in the buildingôs structure presents particular problems to wireless  

networking.   

 

Channel One 

The news programming that is provided to students through Channel One has proven to be of appropriate content and well produced.  

It, of course, focuses on national and world events and gives students a broad and unbiased perspective on important happenings. 

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY  


