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Living abroad provides a unique opportunity for  
internationally-minded students to gain fluency in a 
foreign language and benefit from the diversity and 
accelerated pace that marks present-day life in an  
industrialized country.  There is a unique program 
funded by the United States Congress and the German 
Bundestag that provides qualifying high school  
graduates the privilege of experiencing a year in  
Germany living with a host family.  Students will get 
hands-on work experience with the strong possibility 
of experiencing the German technical training  
program.  To be eligible, students must compete for a 

scholarship and meet the following requirements:  graduate from high school in January or June; 
be between eighteen and nineteen years of age; have a 3.0 academic and/or vocational grade point 
average on a 4.0 scale; be highly recommended by their school; and demonstrate leadership ability 
and willingness to serve as young ambassadors of the USA. 
 
Only 25 students nationwide are chosen for Congress-Bundestag scholarships.  Two students 
from Pennsylvania have recently been named recipients of the coveted award.  Both of them are 
students at the Greater Altoona Career & Technology Center and will complete their studies at 
the GACTC this school year.  Michael Maier, a nontraditional Dental Assistant student, and Jacob 
Parshall, enrolled in the Greater Altoona Career & Technology Centerõs Precision Machining  
Program, have both been selected. 
 
Both boys will spend a year in Germany.  After an intensive two-month language training program 
in Germany, Michael and Jacob will live with host families as they pursue their scholarship  
experiences. 

 
School officials were asked to make recommendations based upon the studentsõ level of maturity, 
involvement in school and community, strong desire for a yearlong overseas family stay, and  
demonstrated interest in civic and/or international affairs.  Both Michael and Jacob demonstrated 
these attributes during their educational careers at the Greater Altoona Career & Technology  
Center. 

   
Being a nontraditional student in the Dental Assistant Program (male in a traditionally female  
occupational area), Michael, a senior student at Altoona Area High School, has experienced 
unique challenges.  His efforts in adapting are commendable.  He is active in the community and 
has a part-time job. 

 
In addition to Machining, Jacob, a member of the Altoona Area High School Class of 2009, is 
interested in sports, outdoor activities, and also works a part-time job.  He was recently named 
recipient of the 2008-09 Senior of the Year Award in Precision Machining at the Centerõs annual 
awards ceremony. 
 

Congratulations Michael and Jacob.  We wish you meaningful educational, career, and personal 

experiences in Germany!  

GACTC STUDENTS AWARDED CONGRESS-BUNDESTAG  
SCHOLARSHIPS FOR VOCATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS IN  

 GERMANY  

Michael Maier, GACTC 

Dental Assistant  
Jacob Parshall, GACTC 

Precision Machining  
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ProgressBook Update 

ProgressBook, the GACTC attendance and grading software, is accessible to teachers, students, and parents 

anywhere that an Internet-connected computer is available.  We send a letter home each fall providing parents 

with information, including username and password, detailing how they can see their sonôs or daughterôs 

grades online.  Student use of ProgressBook is nearly universal; parent use is increasing each year. 

 

School Web Page 

Keith Landis, Multimedia & Web Design Instructor, and his students have been involved in an extensive  

project updating and refurbishing the Schoolôs Web Page.  That project has recently been completed, and the 

new Web Site is now online.  This new Site is an improvement over the old in that it includes more extensive 

information concerning curriculum and program opportunities.  

 

Building Computer-Communication Network 

Tim Keener, Computer Technology/Cisco Academy Instructor, and his students have completed a project  

replacing the switching and routing devices on the schoolwide computer network.   The new devices permit 

more efficient communication among computers and servers.  There is both an educational benefit and a  

significant cost savings in having all the work by Mr. Keener and his students.  Along with new equipment, the 

configuration of the network is now changed in ways that minimize unnecessary network traffic to further  

improve communication efficiency.  The next phase of network improvement involves systematically  

replacing the cabling in the building with wiring that takes better advantage to the new physical devices.  

 

Mobile Cart 

Continuing Education recently acquired a mobile cart of eighteen notebook computers that can be taken to a 

classroom in the building or to an off-site location for instruction.  The computers were an ñoff leaseò purchase 

at a significant cost savings, at half the price of new machines with a similar configuration.  Software loaded is 

Microsoft Office 2003 and 2007, the full Adobe Creative Suite 3, and the full complement of AutoCAD  

software.  

 

Gaggle.com 

 

Gaggle.com is a service offered to schools that provides students with their own personal email accounts under 

the control of school officials.  By subscribing to Gaggle, the school administrator has the ability to enable 

teachers to establish email accounts for their students, if they have instructional reason to do so.  The teacher 

then has control of their studentsô accounts while the school administrator has overall control of the system.  

Communication groups can be established in almost endless combinations. 

 

IT Coordinatorõs Inbox 

During the week of June 15, four instructors and an assistant attended a four-day OSHA safety seminar in Clearfield.  

Tim Bartek, Electrical Trades Instructor, Jack Chilcote, HVAC/Plumbing Instuctor, Kathy DePiro, Logistics/Materials  

Management Instructor, and Heather McCloskey and Barbara Wible, Culinary Arts Instructor and Teacher Assistant  

respectively, completed the program which now enables them to offer OSHA safety certifications to their students. 

 

Instructors Attend OSHA Training  



 

 

Fall 2009 Enrollment  

The enrollment process for the Fall 2009 Continuing Education programs continues. To date, Continuing 

Education at the GACTC has received 31 applications for Adult Full Time Programsðincluding Medical 

Assistant, Medical Administrative Specialist, and Administrative Assistant/Software Specialist combined. 

Additionally, 39 applications have been received for the co-enrollment Intergenerational programs. Furthermore, the Adult  

Heating, Ventilation, & Air Conditioning/Plumbing Program (HVAC/P) currently has 18 students enrolled. The Coordinator of  

Continuing Education continues to interview potential students over the next two months. 

 

WEDNetPA  

The Office of Continuing Education is busy sending out new applications, closing old contracts, working with companies to finish 

training, and other day-to-day WEDNetPA duties. Leanne Sidney will be meeting with companies over the next few weeks to  

determine 2009-2010 training needs and thereafter develop training plans based on the needs. Moreover, many companies will be 

visited in the upcoming weeks to assist them in closing out current WEDnetPA training contracts. All 2008-2009 training materials 

must be submitted to the WEDnetPA State Office by July 10, 2009. 

 

2008-2009 Graduation 

Graduation for programs under the Office of Continuing Education was held on Wednesday, June 3, 2009, from 11:00am to Noon in 

the GACTCôs Cafetorium. The Office of Continuing Education graduated 60 students for the 2008-2009 academic year. Including 

students, guests, GACTC faculty/staff, members of the JOC, and other community guests, there were over 180 people in attendance 

at the graduation ceremony. Graduates and guests were treated to a keynote address from Mr. Timothy Sissler, President and CEO of 

Reliance Bank in Altoona. Attendees also delighted in a meal prepared by the GACTC food service staff.  

 

Expanded Function Dental Assistant (EFDA) Program 

All three currently enrolled EFDA students have successfully completed EFDA101ðthe theory and lab component of the EFDA  

program. Students have earned the right to move on to EFDA102ðthe clinical component of the program, which is completed at the 

studentôs place of employment. Dr. Thomas Zajac will be observing students during the EFDA102 portion of the program.  The next 

EFDA class is tentatively scheduled to begin on September 15, 2009. 

 

Welding Certification Program 

Mr. George Woomer continues to administer the AWS test to local individuals. Mr. Woomer has been working with welders on a 

temporary layoff from Norfolk Southern. 

 

Other Summer Undertakingsé  

In addition to Fall enrollment happenings, preparing for part-time Fall evening classes, and WedNetPA endings/beginnings, the  

Office of Continuing Education will be busy working on the following: 

¶ Postsecondary Perkins reporting for the current year is underway and will be completed by June 26.  With some new federal 

regulations, reporting will be more comprehensive this year than in previous years.  Much time will be devoted over the next 

two weeks to ensure that the Perkins report is complete and accurate before the final submission. 

¶ Commonwealth Workforce Development System (CWDS) updates are underway. The Office of Continuing Education oversees 

the approval process for all postsecondary programs of study at the GACTC.  This process involves entering information about 

all of our Postsecondary and Intergenerational programs into the stateôs CWDS.  This work should be completed by mid-July. 

The approval process usually takes two weeks. 

¶ Mount Aloysius College, Saint Francis University, and Gannon University are all offering summer classes at the GACTC.  

¶ Additionally, several community-based organizations will be using our facility for various events throughout the summer 

months. 

¶ A 1,080 course outline is being prepared to expand adult welding from 900 hours to include elements of machining,  

 mathematics, and blueprint reading, all taught in a welding context. 

Continued on page 4 
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Report from Adult & Continuing Education 

The annual state and municipal inspection for the GACTC Food Service Department was completed on June 3, 2009, 

and found to be in compliance with no exceptions, as reported in the Altoona Mirrorôs Business Section on Monday, 

June 15.   

Food Service Restaurant Inspection 
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Successful completion of the First Responder Class enables students in the Emergency Services Program to challenge the  
Pennsylvania written and practical exams for First Responder. The First Responder Class is a 48-hour course which provides an  
introduction to emergency care.  Subjects covered include:  human systems, cardiac arrest, bleeding and shock, soft tissue injuries, 
musculoskeletal care, emergency childbirth, lifting and moving patients, and ambulance operations.  Twenty-one students at the 
Greater Altoona Career and Technology Center recently qualified on the state test and were presented certificates by Sandra  
Jablonski, Executive Director of the Southern Alleghenies EMS Council.  Ms. Jablonski believes this is the largest number of students 
to be certified as first responders in any technical center in Pennsylvania.  In previous years, a much smaller number of students  
successfully completed the First Responder Test. 
 
Students from the Emergency Services Program at the Greater Altoona Career & Technology Center will participate in the EMT 
Bridge Class next year.  The Bridge Class is 78 hours in length and leads to Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) certification. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES STUDENTS TAKE FIRST RESPONDER AND EMT BRIDGE CLASSES  

2008-09 GACTC Emergency Services A.M. Class:  First Row:  Billie Brown, Instruc-
tor, Kyle Scherden, Angelina Servello, Cheyenne Myers, Keira Richardson, Whitney 
Snyder 
Second Row:  Josh Freet, Billy Harris, Corbin Molinets, Josh Colpetzer, David 

Gallice, Southern Alleghenies EMS Council Executive Director Sandy Jablonski, 

and Assistant Instructor Pat Carnell 

2008-09 GACTC Emergency Services P.M. Class:  Kneeling:  TiffanyTurner, Amber 
Illig, Cassandra Nyiri  
Standing:  Billie Brown, Garrett Campbell, Josh Clark, Samantha Westover, Kevin 
Kuhn, Megan Emlet, Billy Campion, Nathan Caldwell, Seth Covert, Pat Carnell, 
Sandy Jablonski 

Report from Adult & Continuing EducationñContinued 

Practical Nursing Update 
 

Student Update 
The full-time Practical Nursing class currently has 44 females and 1 male. Students are in the last few 
weeks of this twelve month curriculum.  Graduation is slated for the evening of August 20 at the  
Altoona High School Auditorium. 
 
The two-year, part-time evening/weekend program is in the final week of the second level of the  
curriculum. Students currently are studying pediatrics and obstetrics.  The program is in the process of   
establishing a new affiliation agreement with a daycare that will enable the students to implement health and safety teaching projects on 
the weekends to pre-school age children. 
 
The incoming full-time Practical Nursing class will start at the end of August. Orientation is scheduled for August 27th and 28th.  Practical 
Nursing faculty and staff have had a full schedule of pre-entrance testing and interviewing of applicants to the class.  To date,  
approximately 54 students have been accepted and an additional 50 students are scheduled to test in June.  Enrollment could reach as 
high as 68 or more. 
 

Professional Development 
Rebecca Romagna attended a seminar on the H1N1 virus sponsored by the Cambria County Emergency Management Agency at the  
University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown.  Representatives there felt that nurses may need to volunteer in the county of residence due to 
traveling restrictions that may arise if an emergency plan is activated. 
 

Relay for Life 
The Relay for Life òWalk for Lifeó was held at mansion Park on June 13 and 14. GACTC team members took part in the festivities.  The 

teamõs theme was centered on Halloween.  This year, the team again surpassed their fundraising goal and raised over $5000.  The GACTC 

Team was awarded 5th place for the Team Spirit Award! 
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SUMMER MAINTENANCE PROJECTS  

Summer maintenance projects are in full swing.  Beginning Monday, June 22, eleven students started work as part of the Blair County 
Summer Work Program which is funded largely by federal stimulus money.  Instructors, Art Albright, Bill Doutt, Dave Palazzi, Kirk 
Lathero, and Maintenance Supervisor, Bill Kuny, along with Principal, Dan Bender, will provide supervision related to projects within the 
school.  Mr. Doutt and three students will be filling in the window cavities with concrete blocks on the fourth and fifth floors for the 
approximately 30 windows that are to be covered.  Mr. Albright and two students will install a floor joist system in a former computer 
room on the fifth floor.  Mr. Palazzi and two students will remodel the interior of the elevator cars.  Mr. Latheroõs student worker will 
assist with printing.  The other students will work with the maintenance staff or in the shipping and receiving department. 
 
Carpeting in the office area that dates back to the school renovation in the early 1980õs is being replaced by DeGol Carpeting.  Areas in 

the buildingõs interior are receiving a new coat of paint.  

FOURTH & FIFTH FLOOR FAÇADE PROJECT  

In spite of several weather-related interruptions and delays, the project is mostly on schedule.  
The asbestos abatement performed by PCS has been completed.  The company did a very good 
job although the abatement took longer to complete than estimated.  In the process of  
removing the original soffit, some one and one-half inch support channel was removed or  
damaged.  This original ceiling was a very heavy Portland cement that was difficult to remove 
without damaging the supporting channel.  Specifications called for this channel to remain in 
place for the installation of the new External Insulated Façade System (EIFS) soffit system. 
 
Discussions have taken place and a resolution should be reached soon concerning an agreement 

among the general contractor, PCS, and the school on replacement and repair of this channel.  

Discussions have also taken place among STO (the EIFS manufacturer), the subcontractor who will install the EIFS material, the general 

contractor, the architect, and the school regarding final color selection and final EIFS detail.  Agreement has been reached among all  

parties concerning changes to the EIFS window detail.  Structural steel has been installed on all sides except Fourth Avenue.  Metal  

framing on the curtainwall has been approved on the 15th Street and Sixth Avenues sides of the building.  Work continues with  

installation of the insulation and DensGlass.  The perimeter rooftop membrane is being replaced as required.  The actual EIFS installation 

will begin this week on the 15th Street side of the building.  

Graduation 
The final New Choices class of the 2008-09 program year graduated on June 4, 2009.  This class concluded the year with a 
total of 8 sessions that were conducted.  During this budget year, a total of 109 adults were fully served with career  
development services and tuition, books, uniforms, gasoline and child care expenses. 
 
Teleconference 
The monthly Project Director teleconference was held on June 5.   New guidelines were discussed, funding issues, and  
ongoing transitions for the grant to be handled by the Department of Labor and Industry rather than the Pennsylvania  
Department of Education.    
 
Blair County CareerLink 
Partnerships continued with the Blair County CareerLink and the Rapid Response team; however; these activities will grind 
to a halt until further word is received regarding the status of funding in the new budget year.   
 
Program Year-End Activities 
Until the office closes on June 30, efforts will continue with obtaining year-end statistics, submitting data and reports,  
finalizing voucher activity, and concluding grant allocations and guideline requirements for the 2008-2009 budget.  The grant 
for 2009-2010 will also be completed and submitted by the deadline of June 26, 2009. 
 
Tammie Fleck, Program Coordinator, will work as necessary throughout the summer to check mail, return calls, and obtain 

approval/denial of the 2009-2010 grant.  Once further information is received, the status for next year will be implemented 

accordingly.  

NEW CHOICES/NEW OPTIONS 


