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 Outstanding Seniors Students Recognized 
The 42st Annual Senior Awards Banquet was held Thursday evening,  

May 14, 2009. Outstanding seniors from 26 programs each received a 

$500 cash scholarship award for achievement in their respective program.  

Special recognition awards were also presented, including student  

organization awards and special awards presented from business, industry, 

and the community.  (See pages 5-6 for a listing of sponsors and award 

recipients).  The seniors named as recipients this year shared $61,000 in 

scholarships and awards.  More than 250 students, parents, business and 

community representatives, JOC members, superintendents, principals, 

counselors, faculty, administration, and staff members attended. 

Congratulations to the award recipients, and to all the seniors from 

sending schools as they close their high school careers.   

Best wishes for great success to all of you! 
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Drafting & Design Technology  

 

 

 

Entering National Guard 

& 

Accepted in Engineering Program  

at Penn State University 

 

 

JOSHUA A. BENTON 

 

Altoona Area High School 

       OUTSTANDING SENIOR  

    OF THE YEAR  
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Admissions and Enrollment Happenings 
 
Growth and Development 

The Growth and Development Committee, comprised of representatives from Practical Nursing, Adult Education, New 

Choices/New Options, and Multimedia, will meet once more this academic year to discuss undertakings related to this yearôs 

marketing and growth initiatives, as well as to begin planning for next year. The efforts put forth by all involved this year have 

yielded successes and spawned new initiatives. 

 

Becky Kelly and Greg McConnell will be attending the ñHere to Helpò event at the Blair County CareerLink on May 28. 

ñHere to Helpò is an initiative launched by Governor Ed Rendell to help Pennsylvania citizens find community resources they 

need to succeed during the current economic crisis. The goal of this initiative is to help people learn about services available 

to them such as: employment, financial counseling, health services, education, emergency assistance, etc. The GACTC is 

pleased to be part of this initiative and is hopeful our presence will help area residents better understand the benefits of career 

and technical education. 
 

Practical Nursing Notes 
 
Practical Nursing Student Update 

The full-time Practical Nursing Class currently has 47 women and 3 men.  Students are preparing for quadrant medication 

administration at The Presbyterian Home in Hollidaysburg.  The purpose of this clinical practice is to prepare students to  

administer medications to multiple patients for an entire eight hour shift.  The students are also in the process of completing 

Pennsylvania State Board Approved Intravenous Therapy Course that enables them to administer and start IVs. 

 

There are16 women and 3 men in the part-time two year evening and weekend program as they prepare for clinical rotation in 

Pediatrics and Obstetrics at Altoona Regional Hospital. This is a special rotation in that it is a privilege to have the opportunity 

to participate in the birth of a child. 

 

Orientation for the full-time Practical Nursing class that begins in August is scheduled for August 20 and 21.  Pre-entrance 

testing continues through the month of June. Over 60 applicants are scheduled to be tested and interviewed. It will be  

necessary for students to perform well on the exam in order to compete for the remaining 30 available spots.  Initial  

enrollment has been set at 54 although there is the possibility it will be higher. 

 

Professional Development 

 

Rebecca Kelly attended the PA Practical Nursing Coordinatorsô Convention in Lewisburg 

on May 6th, 7th, and 8th.  A PDE Focus Group made up of Dr. Lee Burket, Director of  

Career and Technical Education, Esther Brown, Health Occupation Specialist, Dr. Sue 

Petula, PA State Board of Nursing Educational Program Advisor, Laurette Keiser, PA State 

Board of Nursing, David Ranck, Interim Director of the PA Center for Health Careers and 

Practical Nursing program administrators held a discussion and presented information  

related to Programs of Study, Career Pathways, and Advanced Placement from high 

School.  Mr. Kevin Knipe MSW, LSW Program Manager informed the group of the referral 

process for the Professional Health Monitoring Program/Voluntary Recovery Program 

which is available for students and licensed professionals dealing with addictions. 

 

HOSA Competition Award 

 

Three practical nursing students took the first place award in Biomedical Debate at the  

annual HOSA convention in Lancaster on April 23.  Lisa Prough, Dorinda Wilson, and 

Nichole Claar were accompanied by their advisor Rebecca Romagna. During this event the 

students were required to debate the issue, ñCord Blood for Sale,ò with other teams. 
 

L to R: Nichole Claar, Lisa 
Prough, Dorinda Wilson 
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Report from ADULT & CONTINUING EDUCATIONé... 

Other Continuing Education Undertakings 
 
Spring 2009 Continuing Education Facts  

The Coordinator of Continuing Education has been interviewing new students for next year. At this point, there is a total of 71  

applicationsðthe breakdown by program is as follows:  Administrative Assistant/Software Specialistï2; Medical Assistantï16; 

Medical Administrative Specialistï7; HVAC/Plumbingï18; Automotive/Diesel Technologyï2; Baker Pastry/Cookï1; Carpentryï1; 

Computer Programmingï1; Computer Technologyï1; Culinary Artsï4; Dental Assistantï5; Electrical Tradesï2; Logistics &  

Materials Managementï2; Visual Arts Technologiesï1; Welding Technologyï8. 

 

WEDNetPA 

This year marks the tenth year for WEDnetPA; and the statewide office, with help from all 33 

partners across the state, held a special conference and legislative networking event in  

Harrisburg on April 28-29, 2009. Leanne Sidney and Greg McConnell attended the event. 

WEDnetPA selected companies from across the state to attend and discuss how WEDnetPA 

has helped their companies meet the training needs of employees, thereby remaining  

competitive in Pennsylvania. Overall, the feedback was very positive from legislators and 

others involved. It is worth noting that both Leanne Sidney and Greg McConnell passed the 

annual WEDnetPA certification exam (both with Aôs!), which allows the GACTC to continue 

as a partner institution. 

 

The Continuing Education Department, to date, has invoiced 40% of its allocation for 2008-2009. On a statewide level, nearly 80% 

of all invoicing happens between the dates of May 15 through June 30 each year. Given this statistic, the GACTC is above the  

statewide norm for invoicing percentage. It is anticipated that we will complete one more invoice run before May 31ðwhich ought 

to put our invoicing rate near 50%. Makenzie Miller is back and in full swing already. She will be instrumental in the GACTC  

making its goal of invoicing 75% of WEDnetPA allocated funds for the year.  

  
Expanded Function Dental AssistantñEFDA Program 

The third 204-hour training EFDA program, designed to provide the opportunity for the experienced Dental Assistant to sit for the 

EFDA Certification Exam, is underway. We currently have three students working on EFDA 101ðthe first didactic/lab portion of 

the course. Dr. Zajac reports that all three students are progressing well through the program to date. 

 

Phlebotomy Class 

All ten students enrolled in the Phlebotomy class have passed the classroom/lab portion of the program of study. Moreover, eight of 

the students have successfully completed the clinical rotation portion. The other four students are currently working on completing 

the clinical portion and ought to finish within the next week. 

 

Online Learning through the GACTC 

Continuing Education offers a wide range of highly interactive courses through Education 2 Goðed2goðthat are taken entirely over 

the Internet. All include expert instructors, many of whom are nationally known authors. GACTC online courses are affordable, fun, 

fast, convenient, and geared just for you. Areas of instruction include basic computer skills, advanced computer/software programs, 

personal growth, business education, healthcare, website design, accounting, and much more. Most recently, the GACTC expanded 

its online offerings to include several certifications. 

 
Welding Certification Program 

Mr. George Woomer has been busy recertifying welders from Norfolk Southern, as a result of a most recent layoff. During the past 

two weeks, George has recertified 12 welders from Norfolk. 

 

Graduation 

Graduation for programs under the Office of Continuing Education (not including Practical Nursing) will be held on Wednesday, 

June 3, from 11:00 a.m. to Noon in the GACTCôs Cafetorium. The ceremony begins at 11:00 a.m. and will conclude by 11:30 a.m. 

Thereafter, lunch will be served to students and guests. 
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Recruitment 

Counselors continue to work on scheduling, attending IEP meetings at sponsoring high schools, and hosting 

tours for sixth grade students.  These are some of the components of the overall process of attracting and  

retaining students. 

 

To date, 454 new applications for the 2009-2010 school year have been received and processed.  The third 

scheduling run will be printed June 1. 

 

Failures 

Counselors have met with students who are in danger of failing for the year.  The parents of those students who 

fail will receive a letter, and the home school will be notified so those students can schedule full day classes 

there for the 2009-2010 school year. 

 

Scholarship Selection 

The department was involved with the scholarship process and/or selection of winners for the Richard  

McEldowney Scholarship and the Ventre Scholarship. 

 

Guidance Advisory Council Meeting 

The second Guidance Advisory Council meeting of the school year was held on Thursday, May 7.  Counselors 

from the sending schools, Special Needs personnel, and in-house staff met to discuss curriculum and  

scheduling. 

 

Senior Awards Program 

The 42nd annual Senior Awards Program was held on Thursday evening, May 14.  Outstanding Senior awards 

were presented for 26 programs, along with 30 special awards and scholarships.  In addition, three students 

were recognized for having three years of perfect attendance.  Approximately 250 students, parents, business 

and community representatives, staff members, and JOC members attended. 

 

VIAS 

Mark Treese will be conducting VIAS with 8th graders from Altoona, Hollidaysburg, and Glendale who will be 

attending the GACTC next year.  These same 8th graders will be visiting programs over three days, May 27-29, 

for placement purposes. 

 

Attendance Incentive Program 

The Attendance Incentive Program end-of-year assembly was held on Monday, May 18.  A 2007 Hyundai  

Accent, donated by Stoystown Auto Wreckers, and many other prizes were awarded.  Students attained  

eligibility through perfect attendance or making the honor roll. 

 

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION 

 

As we approach the end of the school year, the number of 

seniors on Co-Op has increased to 27; one intergenerational 

adult has been placed.  Leanne Sidney is collecting final 

evaluations.  Employers will receive framed appreciation  

certificates from the students they employed.  

Guidance Activities 

PA HOSA Conference:  (l-r) Margaret Baumgartner (Teacher 

Asst.), Breanne Rightnour, Ashley Becker, Della Gens 

(Health Occupations Instructor), Ashlee Johnson, and 

Kendra Heaton  

PA HOSA CONFERENCE  

Twenty-four Health Occupations and Dental Assistant  
students competed at PA HOSA from April 22-24 in  
Lancaster,  PA.  The Health HOSA Bowl team (pictured 
right with advisors) placed third while the Dental competitor 
placed second in Dental Terminology. 



 

 

STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 
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OUTSTANDING SENIOR STUDENTS  

Congratulations are extended to the following students named Outstanding Seniors in 

their respective program for 2008-09: 

 

 

 

 

Joseph A. Carnicella Automotive Technology/Altoona Area 

George S. Dilling, III, Automotive/Diesel Technology, Altoona Area 

Dylan R. Swires, Cabinetmaking/Finished Carpentry/Altoona Area  
Timothy M. Lasure, Carpentry/Construction /Altoona Area  
Cody G. Harned, Collision Repair & Refinishing Technology/Altoona Area 
Ryan W. Fogal, Computer Programming/Oracle Academy/Altoona Area 
Jonathan P. Brantner, Computer Technology/Cisco Academy/Altoona Area 
Tara J. Gochnaur, Cosmetology/Altoona Area 
Julie A. Ralston, Culinary Arts/Bellwood-Antis  
Brittany Becker, Dental Assistant/Williamsburg 
Joshua A. Benton, Drafting & Design Technology/Altoona Area 
John J. Schadenfroh, Electrical Trades/Altoona Area 
Scott T. Garlick (posthumously), Electronics Technology/Hollidaysburg Area 
Kaitlyn M. Hess, Emergency Services/Altoona Area 
Ashlee E. Johnson, Health Occupations/Altoona Area 
Erik V. Loose, Heating, Ventilating, AC/Plumbing/Hollidaysburg Area 
Daniel C. Roberts, Horticulture & Environmental Sciences/Altoona Area 
Kayla M. Patterson, Interior Decorating & Finishing/Altoona Area  
Amber L. Cochran, Logistics & Materials Management/Glendale 
Wǳǎǘƛƴ !Φ hΩ{ƘŜƭƭΣ Masonry/Glendale 
Amanda L. Gorsuch, Multimedia & Web Design/Northern Bedford 
Clinton A. Wyles, Outdoor Power Equipment Technology/Hollidaysburg Area 
Jacob M. Parshall, Precision Machining/Altoona Area 
Danielle N. Lahr, Retail Marketing/Entrepreneurship/Altoona Area 
Christina M. Lehman, Visual Arts Technologies/Altoona Area 
Corey B. Black, Welding Technology/Altoona Area 
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT 

SPECIAL AWARDS  

AAA East Central Awardð Justin Krug, Automotive Technology, Hollidaysburg Area 

Allegany College of Maryland Foundation Presidential ScholarshipðLauren Clapper, Dental Assistant, Hollidaysburg Area 

Altoona Area High School Alumni Scholarship for 2009ðKayla Patterson, Interior Decorating & Finishing, Altoona Area 

Altoona Area High School Alumni Scholarship for 2009ðLindsey N. Shinn, Visual Arts Technologies, Altoona Area 

American Welding Society Awardð Ryan Ray, Welding Technology, Williamsburg 

American Welding Society Awardð Travis Oppel, Welding Technology, Hollidaysburg Area 

Business and Professional Womenôs Clubð Amber Cochran, Logistics & Materials Management, Glendale 

Culinary Arts Special RecognitionðBrooke Pellegrine, Culinary Arts, Hollidaysburg Area 

Daniel A Clark Memorial Scholarshipð Brittany Becker, Dental Assistant, Williamsburg 

DECA Outstanding Member of the Year 2008-09 AwardðJade Wong, Retail Marketing/Entrepreneurship, Hollidaysburg Area 

DECA State Conference 1st Place Materials Handling/LogisticsðJames Dimitroff, Logistics & Mtrls Mgmt, HollidaysburgArea  

Dental Clinician of the Yearð Catherine L. Ryan, Dental Assistant, Altoona Area 

Food Production Special RecognitionðChristin Yeager, Food Production, Hollidaysburg Area 

Franklin M. (Frankie) Finelli II Memorial Scholarshipð Ty Wilson, Masonry, Altoona Area 

Franklin M. (Frankie) Finelli II Memorial Scholarshipð Nicolas Royer, Carpentry/Construction, Hollidaysburg Area 

Gold Hammer Award from Loweôs of Altoona ð Michael Cox, Carpentry/Construction, Claysburg-Kimmel  

Gold Hammer Award from Your Building CenterðAndrew Zimmerman, Cabinetmaking, Altoona Area 

Health Occupations Special Recognitionð Breanne Rightnour, Health Occupations, Central 

Jane Purdy Hite & Robert Lee Hite ScholarshipðScott Garlick (posthumously), Electronics Technology, Hollidaysburg Area 

Makdadôs Industrial Supply Memorial AwardðTyler Ickes, HVAC/Plumbing, Altoona Area 

Mike & Kathy Ventre ScholarshipðJesse McCandless, Masonry, Hollidaysburg Area 

Outstanding Senior of the Yearð Joshua Benton, Drafting & Design Technology, Altoona Area 

PA Concrete Masonry Assn Awardð Ryan Fletcher, Masonry, Bellwood-Antis 

PA HOSA 2nd Place Dental TerminologyðKayla Grace, Dental Assistant, Central 

PA HOSA 3rd Place HOSA Bowl Team: Ashlee Johnson, Health Occupations, Altoona Area 

    Ashley Becker, Health Occupations, Altoona Area 

    Kendra Heaton, Health Occupations, Altoona Area 

    Breanne Rightenour, Health Occupations, Central 

Pittsburgh Technical Institute DECA ScholarshipðBrittney Wineland, Multimedia & Web Design, Altoona Area 

Pittsburgh Technical Institute DECA ScholarshipðIan Nedimyer, Multimedia & Web Design, Altoona Area 

Pittsburgh Technical Institute SkillsUSA ScholarshipðEric Cherry, Electronics, Altoona Area 

Reliance Bank Scholarshipð Brittany Becker, Dental, Williamsburg  

Reliance Bank Scholarshipð Ashlee Johnson, Health Occupations, Altoona Area 

Richard L. McEldowney Academic Scholarshipð Kayla Patterson, Interior Decorating & Finishing, Altoona Area 

Richard L. McEldowney Academic Scholarshipð Eric Cherry, Electronics Technology, Altoona Area 

Scott T. Garlick Memorial ScholarshipðEric Cherry, Electronics Technology, Altoona Area 

Sgt. Brandon Adams Information Technology Memorial ScholarshipðAmanda Gorsuch, Multimedia & Web Design, Northern 

         Bedford 

SkillsUSA Scholarshipð Brooke Pellegrine, Culinary Arts, Hollidaysburg Area 

SkillsUSA State Conference 2nd Place CabinetmakingðDylan Swires, Cabinetmaking, Altoona Area 

Triangle Tech ScholarshipðTyler J. Ickes, HVAC/Plumbing, Altoona Area 

Valley National Gases, Inc. Awardð Ryan Ray, Welding Technology, Williamsburg 

Verneda A. & Leo J. Wachter Sr.Foundationð Brittany Becker, Dental Assistant, Williamsburg 

Verneda A. & Leo J. Wachter Sr.Foundationð Lauren Clapper, Dental Assistant, Hollidaysburg Area 

Perfect AttendanceðThree Years:   Adam Lockard, Carpentry/Construction, Altoona Area 

    Jacob Parshall, Precision Machining, Altoona Area 

    Kaitlyn Hess, Emergency Services, Altoona Area 

 

 

See listing of contributorsé.p. 7 
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THANKS TO ALL OUR SCHOLARSHIP 2009 CONTRIBUTORS  
Many area businesses and individuals have contributed to scholarship and special awards for our graduating seniors.   

Without these contributions, the Senior Awards program would not be possible.     
In the aggregate, contributions amounted to over $30,000 

AAA Blair Motor Club 

Allegany College of Maryland Foundation 

Allegheny Supply & Maintenance 
Allegheny Trucks 

Altoona Pipe and Steel 

Altoona Regional Partnership for  a  
     Healthy Community 
Altoona Regional Health System 
AMED 
American Welding Society 
Andrews & Beard Law Firm 

Bettwy Electric, Inc. 

BK Audio & Electronics 

Blair Candy Company, Inc. 

Blair County Dental Society 

Borex, Inc. 

Bovard Heating & Cooling, Inc. 

Burgmeier Hauling 

Business & Professional Womenõs Club 

Carnegie Equipment 

Citywide Auto Transport 

Concept Food Sales 

Cookson Electronics 
Courtesy Ford 
Dale Oxygen 
DECA 

DeGol Carpet Division 

Delta Health Technologies, LLC 

Downtown Bedford, Inc. 

E & W Small Engine 

Evolving Technologies 

First Commonwealth Trust Co. 

Franklin Finelli Family 

Gampe Machine & Tool Co., Inc. 

Garvey Manor 

Glunt Company, Inc. 

Hayes Large Architects 

Horticulture Community Project 

J. C. Orr & Son, Inc. 
Jane F. Doyle 

Jane Purdy Hite & Robert Lee Hite 

John Stuckey Ford 

Keller Engineers 

Knisely & Sons 
Lawruk Builders 

Leonard S. Fiore 

Link Computer Corp. 

Loweõs of Altoona 

M & T Bank 

Makdadõs Industrial Supply 

Maple Brook Nursery 

McLanahan Corp. 

Mel Woomer 

Mike & Kathy Ventre Scholarship 

Modern Cabinet & Construction Co. 

NAPA Auto Parts 

New Look Uniform 

North American Communications 

NPC, Inc. 

Olive Garden Italian Restaurant 

PA Concrete Masonry Association 

Pittsburgh Technical Institute 

Precision Machining Benchrest Project 

Reliable Towing & Auto Center, Inc. 

Reliance Bank 

Richard McEldowney Scholarship Foundation 

Riley, Inc. 

Ritcheyõs Dairy 
Rose Clark 

Schultz Company 

Scott T. Garlick Memorial Scholarship 

Secure-Tec, Inc. 

Sgt. Brandon Adams Memorial  

Sheetz Organization 

SkillsUSA 

Smithmyer Plumbing 

Spherion  

Steve Seltzer Honda 

Stiffler, McGraw & Associates, Inc. 
Summit Quest Fitness Center 

Team Chevrolet Buick Cadillac 

The EADS Group 

The Hite Company 

Thomas A. Fahr Masonry Contractors 

Thompson Machine 

Triangle Barber Shop 

Triangle Tech Scholarship 

Valley National Gases, Inc. 

Value Drug 

Vernada A. & Leo J. Wachter Sr. Foundation 

Young, Oakes, Brown & Co. 

Your Building Centers, Inc. 

MULTIPLE SCHOLARSHIP AWARD WINNERS  

 

Brittany Becker, Williamsburg/Dental Assistant (4)  

Joshua A. Benton, Altoona Area/Drafting & Design Technology (2)  

Kayla M. Patterson, Altoona Area/Interior Decorating & Finishing (2)  

Ashlee E. Johnson, Altoona Area/Health Occupations (3)  

Ryan T. Ray, Williamsburg/Welding Technology (2)  

Dylan R. Swires, Altoona Area/Cabinetmaking/Finished Carpentry (2)  

Amanda Gorsuch, Northern Bedford/Multimedia and Web Design (2)  

Breanne S. Rightnour, Central/Health Occupations (2)  

Kaitlyn M. Hess, Altoona Area/Emergency Services (2)  

Jacob M. Parshall, Altoona Area/Precision Machining (2)  

Lauren M. Clapper, Hollidaysburg Area/Dental Assistant (2)  

Tyler J. Ickes, Altoona Area/HVAC/Plumbing (2)  

Brooke A. Pellegrine, Hollidaysburg Area/Culinary Arts (2)  

Eric S. Cherry, Altoona Area/Electronics Technology (3)  



 

 

GACTC Update ñ Page 8ñMay 2009 

MISS SCHOOL, MISS OUT PROGRAM AWARD WINNERS 

Senior winner, Ashley Becker, Health Occupations/ 

AAHS won the grand prize ð  

a 2007 Hyundai Accent! 

CAR PARTNERSHIP  

SPONSORS 

 

Stoystown Auto Wreckers 

Muellerôs Auto Recycling 

MacDabs 

Dunkleôs Services   

As part of the 2008-09 Incentive Program, 

ñMiss School, Miss Out,ò seniors who have 

achieved perfect attendance or honor roll 

status for any marking period during their three 

years qualified for a random drawing on May 

18 to win the grand prize, a 2007 Hyundai  

Accent automobile! 

 

The once-damaged vehicle had been donated 

to the school by Stoystown Auto Wrecking and 

restored through the efforts of Randy  

Ebersoleôs Collision Repair & Refinishing  

students, as well as students in the Automotive 

Technology and Automotive/Diesel Technology 

programs with instructors Tony Gibbons and 

Scott Dalby.  Efforts to restore the vehicle to its 

ñshowroom floorò shape were year long. 

  

Student Incentive Program Advisor, Tami  

Kaylor, hosted the student assemblies, held 

both in the morning and afternoon sessions.  

Finalistsô names were drawn from both  

sessions.  There were 139 year-long achievers 

who received prizes for having perfect  

attendance and/or honor roll achievement.  

Nearly $2,000 worth of donated and/or  

purchased merchandise was awarded.   

  

Two drawings were held on May 18 to award a 
deserving senior the 2007 Hyuandai  
Accent.  The two seniors vying for the car 
whose names were chosen were: 
AM-Ashley Becker, Health Occupations,  

Altoona  

PM-Jordan Kelley, Drafting/Design, Altoona, 

   Co-op student @ Blacks Home Sales  

 

Each chose a key, but only one actually 

worked in the car.  Amidst all the excitement, 

Ashley put her key in the ignition and,  

fortunately for her, the car started.   

Altoona Curve  

 

Best Buy  

 

Blair Candy  

 

Central Blair Rec Comm  

Curves for Women  

 

DelGrossoôs Amusement 

Park 

 

 Family Video  

 

Galactic Ice  

 

New Look Uniform  

 

The Meadowôs 

 Frozen Custard  

 

Sheetz Organization  

 

MISS SCHOOL  

MISS OUT  

 

AWARD  

PROGRAM 

SPONSORS 

 

Ashley was declared the winner. Runner-up, Jordan 

Kelley, won a 22ò Sharp LCD TV, partially donated by 

Best Buy.   

 

Continued on page 10 

 

Good luck with the car, Ashley, and  

remember to drive safely!  Ashley will attend I.U.P. in 

the fall where she will pursue a B.S.R.N. 
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The final New Choices class is underway, operating from May 11 ï June 4, with 15 in attendance.  This class will conclude the 2008-2009 budget year with a 

total of 8 sessions conducted. 

 
The office will close as of June 30 with hopes of resuming in the fall.  During the summer months, the new grant will be submitted for the 2009-2010 budget 

year.  The office will await further authorizations from the Department of Labor & Industry regarding approval of the grant.  The PA Department of Education 

previously reviewed and approved the New Choices grant; however, this past budget year was the transitional year to move from under the authority of the PA 
Department of Education to the Department of Labor & Industry. 

 

Tammie Fleck attended spring training with the other 23 directors from throughout the state.  Training was held in Hershey, PA on May 5 and 6.  New  
guidelines were distributed, funding issues were discussed, and training occurred relating to the upcoming changes/budget constraints which will be faced in the 

new budget year. 

 
Partnerships continue with the Blair County CareerLink with Resume workshops being conducted, attendance at staff meetings, and  

involvement with related activities.  New Choices/New Options is registered to attend the most recent event, ñHere to Help,ò scheduled May 28 at the  

Frankstown Armory in Altoona from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Over 30 agencies will attend in an effort to reach out to the community during this economic crisis. 
 

The office will hold the second and final Participatory Planning Committee meeting on Friday, May 22, 2009.  The PPC is a committee of professionals within 

the community who review funding allocations and program activities to assure that New Choices/New Options is meeting program guidelines.  The meeting 

will be held in Room B227 from 12-1:30PM. 

 

Until the program year ends on June 30, work will continue in obtaining year-end statistics, submitting data and reports, finalizing payment activity, and  
concluding grant allocations and guideline requirements for the 2008-2009 budget year. 

 

In summary: 
Total contracted to serve in 2008-09:  80 adults                After return to work, average client hourly wage this budget year:   $10.96/hr. 

Actual numbers served this budget year:  109 adults                Government savings for 2007-08: $361,280 
After return to work, average client hourly wage in 07-08:   $9.22/hr.      Government savings for this year as of 5/15/09:  $320,122  

 

NEW CHOICES/NEW OPTIONS  

Education Workforce Leadership Award 

On May 7, the Pennsylvania Partners Conference, with over 1,000 persons in  

attendance, was held in Hershey.  The State Education Workforce Leadership Award 

was presented to the Greater Altoona Career & Technology Center with Smith  

Transport recognized as the stateõs Career & Technical Education Partner of the Year.  

The partnership between Smith Transport and GACTC is long standing, having begun 

in the early 90õs with the cooperative Commercial Drivers Licensing (CDL) Program.  

The CDL Program took a giant leap forward in recent years with the purchase of a 

state-of-the-art mobile simulator by Smith Transport.  The simulator allows CDL  

students to safely experience all manner of road and weather conditions. 

 

In 2006 Smith built a custom nine-foot trainer trailer with all of the systems (pneumatic, hydraulic, braking, electrical, and tires) 

found on a standard 53-foot trailer.  This unit was built by Smith in response to our schoolõs space limitations and enables students 

to learn all facets of trailer maintenance.  Smith further contracted with a training company to develop a PowerPoint-based  

curriculum to accompany the trainer and developed other stand-alone instructional aids including a separate braking system. 

 

It was in 2007 that Smith donated a Peterbilt sleeper cab and reduced the height of the air foil 

and exhaust stacks to enable it to be used within our Diesel Technology facility.  The value of 

this Peterbilt tractor was leveraged as the match on a state equipment grant enabling the school 

to purchase a heavy-duty vehicle lift, a Modis engine analyzer with diesel capabilities, and two  

auxiliary power units, further strengthening the program. 

 

The transportation industry is designated a strategic industry cluster with both commercial truck 

driver and diesel technician designated as high priority occupations within this cluster.  The full 

value of Smithõs contributions to the program is in six figures.  Barry Smith, President and CEO 

of Smith Transport, remains a huge supporter of our school. 

Smith Transportation Headquarters, Roaring Spring, PA 

Mr. Barry Smith, President & CEO,  

Smith Transport 


